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The case for amalgamation of 
Graffham with East Lavington is 

based on:

• A common identity and community

• Efficiencies in administration

• Same rules for planning

• Same direction as Local Government 
Reorganisation
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Community Governance Review

East Lavington has no:
• State school, nursery or childcare centres
• Church or public place of worship
• Shops / pubs
• Community hall
• Public recreation space for sports

East Lavington Parish Council does not own, run or 
maintain any community assets and run no public 
services

‘The pattern of daily life in each of the existing 
communities, the local centres for education and 
childcare, shopping, community activities, worship, 
leisure pursuits, transport facilities and means of 
communication generally will have an influence.’
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• St Giles Church and the PCC
• All Saints Chapel
• Graffham Nursery
• Graffham CE Infant School
• Messy Church
• Teddy Time Toddler Group
• War Memorial
• Empire Hall

• Post Office
• Polling Station
• Easter Fair
• Christmas Fair
• Burns night
• Graffham Empire Movies
• Live music
• Harvest Supper
• Lent lunch
• Badminton
• Pickleball
• Yoga
• Ease into Exercise
• Pilates
• Great Feet
• Osteopath

• Graffham Village Shop
• Defibrillators (x4)
• The Foresters Arms
• The Three Moles
• The Woodcote
• Recreation Ground

• Pavilion
• Playground
• Bowls Club
• Tennis Club / LTA coaching
• Graffham Valkyries Ladies Cricket
• Football 

• Graffham Garden Group
• Thursday Club
• Lunch Club
• Graffham Health Support Association
• Graffham Fete
• Graffham Festivals Arts/Science/Gardens
• Graffham Downs Trust
• Graffham Common
• Katherine Maud Guillod fund
• Long Bostle Downland Society
• Cardigan Club

• Graffham Parish News
• Graffham Village CrimeWatch 

(WhatsApp)
• Graffham Noticeboard (Facebook)
• Graffham Village Plan (draft)
• Graffham Common (SWT)
• Lavington Common (NT)
• Box fit / Strength + mobility
• Yoga with Kate
• Seaford College
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Community assets

Sir James Buchanan bequeathed 
The Empire Hall, the War 
Memorial and the Recreation 
ground to the residents of both 
Graffham and East Lavington…



OFFICIAL

Graffham and East Lavington
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Precept and how it is spent

• Admin budget for GPC this current year totals £12,225 out of a precept of £19,200, while for ELPC it totals 
£3,990 from a precept of £4,000

• GPC and ELPC both have costs for: Clerks wages and office costs, insurance, WSALC membership 
and audit

• Band D for Graffham PC is £51.65 and for East Lavington is £28.59 

• The average (mean) parish precept within Chichester district is £73.17 based on 61 parishes.

• The median parish precept for the Chichester district is £70.54 based on 61 parishes

• Six micro parishes within Chichester district collect a precept of <£20. 
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Proposed amalgamation of parish councils

• Graffham with East Lavington Parish Council
• No loss of identity
• Any cost of amalgamation will be covered within 1 year due to administration efficiencies
• The only additional burden: a handful of planning applications

• Use the model Community Governance Reorganisation Order – keeps costs down
• Option of Wards – proportional representation

• Graffham ward / East Lavington ward
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Local government reorganisation

In West Sussex there are:
• 166 local councils
• 158 town and parish councils
• 7 district and borough councils

• Efficiency and financial resilience
• Service quality
• Community engagement
• Support for devolution
• Stronger community empowerment and engagement

Merging now puts us in a stronger position to 
resist any future changes to our boundaries.
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In conclusion

We collectively socialise, exercise, learn, play, worship, 
volunteer, entertain, support and care…

… as ONE fantastic COMMUNITY
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