


GRAFFHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council Planning Meeting 
 held on 6 November 2024 at The Pavilion, Graffham

Present:
Councillors Roger Coakes, John Bracey, Fiona Jacob, Rachel Gerrett, Colin Barker and Gillian Charlesworth

In attendance: 
Caroline Davison – Parish Clerk and RFO
Councillor John Cross – Chichester District Council
Councillor Tom Richardson – West Sussex County Council
1 member of the public

Welcome

229/24	All were welcomed to the Meeting.  

Apologies for Absence

230/24	All Members were present at the meeting. 

Declarations of Interest

231/24	None were declared.	

Vacancies

232/24		No applications had been received for the vacancies.

Minutes

233/24	RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 4 September 2024 be approved as an accurate record and signed as such by the Chairman.

234/24	RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 11 September 2024 be approved as an accurate record and signed as such by the Chairman
. 
Public Participation

235/24		There was no public participation.

West Sussex County Councillor Report

236/24	It was reported that Graffham Infant School had decided to approach West Sussex County Council to lower the limit around its entrance to 20mph.  The Parish Council gave its formal support to these proposals but also considered the possibility of extending the 20mph restrictions to the whole of the Village currently covered by 30mph limit.  It was determined to seek the views of the residents regarding this, and it was agreed that an article would be published in the Parish Newsletter asking residents to submit their views on the proposal to the Parish Council.  It was agreed that this would be an Agenda item at the next Parish Council Meeting to be held in January.  Councillor Tom Richardson was asked that even if he couldn’t attend Parish Council meetings that a report on any matters pertaining to Graffham and surrounding parishes was forwarded for consideration.

(Councillor John Cross arrived at 7.15pm)

Chichester District Councillor Report

237/24		Councillor John Cross gave a report on matters pertaining to the Parish.

Payments

238/24	i)  Payments and Receipts received since last meeting and payments above £500 were noted.


	Date
	Payee
	Detail
	Amount inc VAT


	17/09/24
	HMRC
	Tax/NI
	286.40

	27/09/24
	Salary
	September
	381.94

	17/10/24
	Defib Shop
	Defibrillator – Telephone Box
	2018.40

	17/10/24
	Empire Hall
	Hall Hire
	30.00

	17/10/24
	Norwood Contractors
	Ground maintenance
	180.00

	17/10/24
	Moore
	External Audit Fee
	252.00

	17/10/24
	Office Expenses
	October
	20.00

	17/10/24
	Norwood Contractors
	Grounds maintenance
	648.00

	28/10/24
	Salary
	October
	382.14

	
	
	
	




ii)  Approval was granted for outstanding payments.

New Defibrillators

239/24		It was noted that the new defibrillator had been purchased for the telephone box and would be installed in the next couple of weeks.  As agreed by Full Parish Council this was funded from CIL reserves.

240/24		It was noted that the new defibrillator had been purchased for outside the Pavilion and would be installed in the next couple of weeks.  As agreed by the Full Parish Council this was funded by the KMGF.

241/24		It was advised that there are plans to relocate the defibrillator to outside the Primary School, but funding needs to be found for a housing unit.  It was considered that this could be funded using KMGF.  

Planning Decisions

242/24		The following Planning Decisions made since last Parish Council Meeting were  noted:

SDNP/24/02289/FUL
Mrs Pearson
Temporary caravan accommodation.
Middle Barn, Smoky house Lane, Selham, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0PR
REFUSED

SDNP/24/01937/HOUS
Mrs N Chapman
Extension and alterations to dwelling, including demolition of existing rear glazed conservatory, construction of new extension and fenestration changes.
The Priory, Selham Road, Selham, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0PW
APPROVED

Mr & Mrs William and Pauline Goodwin
Demolition of existing dwelling and detached store and erection of replacement dwelling and detached store. (Variation of condition 2 of permission SDNP/24/00739/FUL - amendments to store by reducing render and replacing it with brick plinth and timber, and creating 1 no. additional window to south elevation).
Glebeland , Graffham Road, East Lavington, West Sussex, GU28 0QE
APPROVED

SDNP/24/01348/FUL
Mr Jim Gilmore, JAG Polo
Erection of L shaped block of 9 no. stables.
The Paddocks, Selham Road, South Ambersham, Graffham, West Sussex, GU29 0BX
APPROVED

SDNP/24/02677/LIS
Jane Pickering
Replacement of the existing windows & doors with purpose made timber windows & doors with slimline double glazing.
Tinkers, Graffham Street, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0NL
APPROVED

SDNP/24/02677/LIS
Jane Pickering
Replacement of the existing windows & doors with purpose made timber windows & doors with slimline double glazing.
Tinkers , Graffham Street, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0NL
APPROVED

SDNP/24/03503/CND
Mr David Sparkes
Single storey side and rear extension. Replacement porch. Removal of bay window to be replaced with sash. Demolition of existing garage (flint wall retained) and erection of a replacement garage. Annex conversion. (Variation of condition 2 of permission SDNP/23/03780/HOUS - extends the approved extension out over the existing well and changing the design of roof over the extension).
Down House , The Street, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0QA
APPROVED

Planning Applications

243/24		The Parish Council responses to the following Planning Applications were determined:

SDNP/24/02994/HOUS
Ms Shirley Walker, Land Design Studio Ltd
Replacement tiles.
St Giles Cottage , Graffham Street, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0NL
The Parish Council raised NO OBJECTION to this planning application.

SDNP/24/03481/HOUS
Mrs E Wallace
Two storey front extension. Single storey rear and side extensions. Re cladding external elevations. New and replacement windows. New rear facing dormer windows.
Nonnington Hall , Nonnington Lane, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0PX
The Parish Council raised NO OBJECTION to this planning application subject to a Construction Management Plan detailing constraints on construction vehicles using Nonnington Lane.

SDNP/24/03694/HOUS
Ms Scarlett Thompson
Extensions to include porch, 4 no. dormer windows, 2 no. rooflights and roof lantern. External alterations, entrance gate and fence. 
Red Oak, Graffham Street, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0NP
The Parish Council raised NO OBJECTION to this planning application

SDNP/24/03956/TCA
Mr Trevor Challen
Notification of intention to reduce height by 3m and reduce widths by 1m (back to previous wound points) on 1 no. Lime tree (T1).
4 Guillods Cottages, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0NR
The Parish Council raised NO OBJECTION to this planning application.

Merger of Graffham and East Lavington Parishes

244/24		It was agreed that the Chair would send a letter to East Lavington Parish Council, copied to all members, to indicate the intent for Graffham Parish Council to engage in discussions about the possibility of a merger.

Correspondence

245/24		It was noted that a survey had been undertaken of the fingerposts in Graffham Parish and works to the remaining fingerposts had been identified.

Reports 

246/24		There were no reports on meetings, courses and/or seminars since the previous meeting.

Parish Matters

247/24		

i) Rights of Way and Highways 

· It was advised that the Primary School had asked for the Parish Council support for proposed 20mph around the School.  Members indicated their unanimous support for proposals. It was agreed that the Chair would communicate with the school.
· It was noted that parents were repeatedly parking on the zig-zag lines outside the school.
· It was noted that Councillors Roger Coates and John Bracey had written to County Councillor Tom Richardson and WSCC to get the signs removed which remained after roadworks.

ii) Recreation Ground

· It was advised that the groundworks for the new Recreation Area had been completed except some additional bark.  
· Phase One of the installation of the new and refurbished play equipment had been started on 4 November 2024 and scheduled for completion on 15 November 2024.Selham and Ambersham
· Official opening date of the playground to be confirmed.
· A number of trees were scheduled to be delivered from Southdown National Park in early December.
· Fundraising was being progressed for Phase Two of the playground equipment including a large centre piece.
· A grant of £16,000 had been awarded from the National Lottery.
· Councillor Rachel Gerrett was formally thanked for all her efforts in fundraising for delivery of the playground improvement works.

iii) Empire Hall

It was advised that the licence to access the roof had finally been obtained enabling the repairs to the roof to be undertaken when weather conditions enable.

iv) Selham and Ambersham

There was nothing to report for this meeting

v) Environment

It was agreed to write to the owners of Baxters Copse raising concerns about the safety of the capped off oilwell.

It was noted that the war memorial seat was dangerous and required repair and also works to the edging.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to East Lavington Parish Council to request a contribution towards the repair costs.

Agenda Items for Future Meetings

248/24		-     Budget Setting
· Merger
· Governance Documents

Date of Next Meeting

249/24		It was noted the next Full Parish Council Meeting was scheduled to be held on 		8 January 2024.

Exclusion of Press and Public

250/24		Resolved that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives f the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

Closed Churchyard

251/24		The Parish Council had recently been advised that it was responsible for the maintenance of the closed churchyard at St Giles Church. It was agreed that copies of legal documentation stating this responsibility must be obtained before any further action or decisions would be made in respect of the specific repairs for the wall.  It was agreed to write to the Diocese to request copies of any formal legal agreement which indicated that the Parish Council were responsible for the maintenance of the Churchyard.	

Staffing Matters

253/24		

i) It was noted that the Parish Council have been informed by the Local Government Association that the National Joint Council for Local Government Services has reached agreement on rate of pay applicable from 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025 (therefore to be back dated to 1 April 2024 – balance to be paid with November salary).  This represents an additional £1290 per annum based on a 37 hour week – 67p per hour
ii) It was noted that the Clerk has now completed her CILCA qualification and under the terms of her contract upon formal notification is eligible for the agreed pay increase to be applied.
Budget

254/24

It was agreed that an additional meeting needed to be held to discuss the draft budget prepared by the Clerk.  In particular further consideration needs to be made regarding funding for the Recreation Ground and Pavilion.
	


Meeting ended 9.50pm

Signed …………………………………………  Chair 
Dated ………………………………………….
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