


GRAFFHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council Planning Meeting 
 held on 15 January 2025 at The Pavilion, Graffham

Present:
Councillors Gillian Charlesworth, John Bracey, Fiona Jacob, and Rachel Gerrett

In attendance: 
Caroline Davison – Parish Clerk and RFO
Councillor John Cross – Chichester District Council
9 members of the public

Welcome

255/24	Councillor John Bracey welcomed all present to the Meeting.  

Resignation of Chair to the Parish Council

256/24	The recent resignation of Roger Coakes as a Councillor and Chair to the Parish Council was noted.  Sincere thanks were extended to Councillor Roger Coakes for his service to the community and the Council during his time in office particularly his last two years as Chair.

Election of New Chair

257/24	Councillor John Bracey nominated Councillor Gillian Charlesworth as the new Chair.  His proposal was seconded by Fiona Jacob.  No other nominations were put forward, and Councillor Gillian Charlesworth was duly elected as Chair to the Council for the remainder of the Municipal Year and signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office accordingly.

	Councillor Gillian Charlesworth expressed her thanks to the other Councillors in electing her to the post of Chair.  

258/24	Councillor John Bracey to remain in his post of Vice Chair until the end of the Municipal Year.

The Chair advised that as Councillor Fiona Jacobs needed to leave the meeting at half seven then the order of items on the Agenda would be adjusted accordingly to ensure that the important statutory items which required decisions would be considered in the early part of the meeting.

Apologies for Absence

259/24	Apologies had been received and accepted from Councillor Colin Barker.

Declarations of Interest

260/24	Councillor Gillian Charlesworth disclosed that she lived in the neighbouring property to Tinkers for which a planning application was under discussion in this meeting.	

Minutes

261/24	RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 6 November 2024 be approved as an accurate record and signed as such by the Chairman.
. 
Budget

262/24	RESOLVED that a budget be agreed for the Financial Year for 2025/26 of £19,200. 

	This increase reflects the higher costs of maintaining the Recreation Ground facilities including the new play park equipment and the Pavilion and maintenance of other assets such as the increased number of defibrillators.  Concern was raised that there still remains an overall dependency on a successful Summer Fete to bring in sufficient income to fund the majority of the running costs of the Recreation Ground facilities and that this reliance is something that will need to be addressed in the future.  It was also noted that should the Parish Council be required to find funding for maintenance works to the closed churchyard this would require a significant increase in the Council Tax Requirement (precept) for future years.

263/24	RESOLVED that Chichester District Council be advised of a Council Tax Requirement (Precept) for the Financial Year 2025/26 for Graffham Parish Council of £19,200

Importantly whilst the Council Tax Requirement (precept) has been increased from £17,500 in the current Financial Year 2024/25 to £19,200 in the next Financial Year 2025/26, a rise of 9.7%, once the taxbase has been applied the amount payable in Council Tax for a Band D household remains virtually the same (£51.68 for this year and £51.65 for next year).  Therefore, there will be no increase in Council Tax contribution towards the Parish Council by residents for the next financial year. 

Payments

264/24	Payments and Receipts received since last meeting and payments above £500 were noted.

	PAYEE
	DETAIL
	AMOUNT

	C P Davison - Nov
	Expenses
	£20.00

	C P Davison
	Salary inc overtime FOI - Nov
	£593.96

	Thomas Locksmiths
	Pavilion 
	£945.60

	Mr M Wheatley
	Installation Electrics Telephone Box for Defib
	£181.20

	Graffham Garden
	War Memorial
	£244.64

	Empire Hall
	Hall Hire
	£15.00

	Mr P Tupper
	Seat – War Memorial
	£192.00

	C P Davison - Dec
	Expenses
	£20.00

	Playsafe
	Playground
	£26,994.60

	C P Davison
	Salary - Dec
	£421.06



There were no payments for approval. 


Planning Applications

The Parish Council considered its responses to the following planning applications:

265/24

SDNP/24/04518/HOUS
The Pines, Graffham Street, Graffham, West Sussex GU28 0NS
Demolish existing garage/shed outbuilding and replace with new double garage/workshop with installation of roof mounted solar PV panels

The Parish Council raised NO OBJECTION to this planning application.

266/24

SDNP/24/04733/TCA
Graveyard , Graffham Street, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0NJ
Notification of intention to crown lift (over highway) by up to 5.5m (above ground level) and remove sucker growth by up to 2m (around base) on 1 no. European Lime tree (T05). Fell 1 no. Common Ash tree (T07), 2 no. Elm trees (T08 and T09), 1 no. Prunus tree (T10) and 1 no. Unknown tree (T11).

The Parish Council raised NO OBJECTION to these tree works.

267/24

SDNP/24/05015/HOUS
Bishops Hill, The Street, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0QA
Alterations to integral garage to create living accommodation, extension to west elevation, new rear porch, extension to roof on front elevation to create entrance portico, alterations to fenestration, re-cladding with render below, installation of solar panels and air source heat pump.

The Parish Council raised NO OBJECTION to the proposed alterations to an already approved planning application.

268/24

[bookmark: _Hlk189824523]SDNP/24/04894/HOUS
Tinkers, Graffham Street, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0NL
Proposed garden room and link extension to main dwelling.  Re-landscaping of rear yard.

The Parish Council raised NO OBJECTION at this meeting to the planning application.

Planning Decisions

269/24 The Parish Council noted the following planning decisions:

SDNP/24/03355/HOUS
Oakfield , The Street, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0QA
Proposed loft conversion including dormer windows to the southern and northern roofs.
APPROVED

SDNP/24/03956/TCA
4 Guillods Cottages, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0NR
Notification of intention to reduce height by 3m and reduce widths by 1m (back to previous wound points) on 1 no. Lime tree (T1).
RAISES NO OBJECTION

SDNP/24/03694/HOUS
Red Oak , Graffham Street, Graffham, West Sussex, GU28 0NP
Extensions to include porch, dormer windows, roof lights and roof lanterns and alterations to existing materials palette.
APPROVED

Public Participation

270/24

Before inviting members of the public to make representations, the Chair reported the Parish Council’s actions in relation to the proposed development of the Lavington Estate.  
· The Parish Council had received a presentation on 6 November 2024. regarding proposals for the development of Calloways and the Lavington Estate from the consultants as part of their consultation process.  
· At this presentation the Parish Council had been taken the opportunity to ask questions about the proposals.  A similar presentation was given to East Lavington Parish.  As the next stage in the consultation process, following the presentations to the Parish Councils, the consultants issued information to all residents regarding the development proposals and invited responses to be submitted directly to them.
· The Parish Council has received two written communications from residents during the consultation period both highlighting concerns about additional traffic as part of the construction works and ongoing and these were forwarded to the consultants.
· When the Parish Council meeting was required to be moved from the 8 January to 15 January the Parish Council was successful in securing with the consultants an extension in the consultation period by one week. Thus, affording the opportunity for individuals to attend a Parish Council meeting and to voice any comments for or against the development as part of the Public Participation session. 
· The Parish Council are at this stage in the mode of listening to all comments but that before a formal planning application is issued Councillors would not be entering into any discussions which might be considered to predispose or predetermine Parish Council views.  
· The Parish Council had asked whether the consultants would be holding a public meeting however it had been made clear that this was not their intention.  Individuals however were encouraged to continue to submit their comments to the consultants.
	
Next the Chair read out a statement received from the consultants acting on behalf of the owners of Lavington Stud and Calloways

“As you will be aware, the pre-application consultation by the Lavington Estate has been running since early December 2024 and at the request of the Parish Council has been extended by a week until Friday 17 January 2025. This consultation exercise has approached residents and businesses within both parishes of Graffham and East Lavington for their thoughts and feedback on revised proposals for Calloways and other development proposals for the area known as Home Farm/The Stud. I should stress, that this consultation is being undertaken in advance of any formal planning application and is an exercise to help the Lavington Estate understand the local community’s thoughts on the proposals before proceeding with a formal planning application. All feedback will be carefully considered by the team when the deadline for comments passes and if necessary or appropriate further technical reports will be commissioned prior to proceeding with a formal planning application.
 
Accompanying this planning application will be a Statement of Community Involvement which will outline the engagement undertaken, summarise feedback obtained and provide analysis of this feedback in light of reports undertaken by the development team. It is in that document that members of the local community will be able to understand why particular approaches with the application have been taken and why some suggestions may or may not have been implemented.
 
As a statutory consultee, the Parish Council will then at this time be in a position to formally consider the planning application and make comments to the SDNPA.
 
After careful consideration, the Lavington Estate does not think that holding a public meeting to discuss the proposals at this time would be beneficial. The consultation has been extensive and currently offers several ways of engaging with the team and providing feedback for consideration (consultation leaflet, website and Freephone Community Information Line) and we would strongly urge anyone with questions regarding the proposals to reach out to us. Indeed, we thank all of those people who have taken the time so far to review our proposals and provide us with feedback – it is much appreciated.

The Freephone Community Information Line is an excellent way to discuss the proposals at length and in private with our team and we find that this approach works well especially where some members of a local community do not feel comfortable speaking publicly on proposals or indeed wish to remain anonymous. It also allows us to take the time necessary to respond to queries unhindered by scheduled meeting times etc.”

Members of the Public present were invited to voice any comments that they might have regarding the development proposals.

There was clarification that the main concerns were related to a potential increase caused by construction and general traffic.  The importance was emphasised of any comments, pro or against the proposed development, being formally raised with the consultants through the correct channels.  Similarly, once the formal planning application was submitted that individuals should submit their own views through the Planning Portal.

There was no other public representation on any other matter.

West Sussex County Councillor Report

271/24		Councillor Tom Richardson had sent his apologies for the meeting.

Chichester District Councillor Report

272/24		Councillor John Cross gave a report on matters pertaining to the Parish. His main focus was outlining the upcoming plans for Devolution of local government and the potential stages of delivery.  He clarified that it was unclear at this stage as to how it might directly affect the roles, responsibilities and functioning of Parish Councils.

It was noted that CDC are considering opening the process of applying for grants to support the refurbishment of play areas in rural areas and also increasing the threshold for grants to £30,000 from £15,000.  Councillor Rachel Gerrett noted that this is something which needed to be monitored and might enhance the chance of success for any future grant funding application for the playground and enable an increase in the sum which can be applied for.

Merger of Graffham and East Lavington Parishes

273/24		The Clerk outlined the process of applying for a Community Governance Review and how, if the Parish Council wished to progress with a merger with East Lavington Parish Council, this would seem to be the most appropriate route to follow.  Councillor John Cross was asked how devolution could affect any Community Governance Review which the Parish Council might wish to submit.  

It was agreed that Councillor Jon Cross would approach CDC to ascertain whether a Community Governance Review would be possible for a Parish Council to progress at this time and what the costs involved to the Parish Council might be.

It was noted that at this stage East Lavington Parish Council have given no indication that they would be in favour of a merger.  

It was clarified that a Community Governance Review could be requested by either Parish Council or can be triggered by a petition from a group of individuals from either Parish (50% of local electors or 250 whichever applies).  At this stage Graffham Parish Council are researching options but has not made any decision to progress with any course of action.

Resolved that Graffham Parish Council agree the concept of a merger of East Lavington and Graffham Parish Council.

Resolved that Graffham Parish Council would not at this time make a formal approach to East Lavington Parish Council until more information has been received regarding the processes involved in undertaking a Community Governance Review.

Governance Documents

274/24		This item was carried forward to the next Parish Council Meeting.

(19.35pm 	The Meeting was suspended for a short comfort break.)

(19.45pm	The Meeting was resumed.)

20mph Traffic Restriction

275/24		Following last Full Parish Council Meeting, residents had been asked to submit their comments regarding the possibility of reducing the speed in the 30mph zone in the Parish to 20mph.  Eighteen responses were received; 4 against the proposal; 2 neutral and 14 in favor.  Overall therefore of the responses received approximately 75% were in favour of a 20mph traffic speed restriction.

276/24		It was agreed to approach Councillor Tom Richardson, County Councillor to determine the next steps forward with progressing an application to have the speed reduced in the 30mph zone to 20mph.

Correspondence

277/24		There was nothing to note for this meeting.

Reports 

278/24		There were no reports on meetings, courses and/or seminars since the previous meeting.

Parish Matters

279/24		

i) Rights of Way and Highways 
WSCC had issued some letters regarding various blockages and vegetation ingress on rights of ways and highways.  It was noted that there were some ongoing disputes regarding clearance.

ii) Recreation Ground

· The formal reopening of the Playground had been held on 14 December 2024.
· There was a small snag list which would be actioned in the Spring due to ground conditions.
· Half the money for Phase Two has now been raised.
· An application for grant funding for the remaining funds will be submitted to CDC later in 2025.
· The defibrillator is due to be fitted on the outside of the Pavilion w/c 27/01/25.

iii) Empire Hall

· Thanks were extended to Sally Blunt for her efforts in progressing with getting the roof repairs undertaken.
· The Chair noted that she has ideas for more joined up thinking for the management and funding of Village Assets, looking at ensuring the long term viability.  

iv) Selham and Ambersham

There was nothing to report for this meeting

v) Environment

· It was noted that the owners of Baxters Copse still needed to be written to raising concerns about the safety of the capped off oilwell.

Agenda Items for Future Meetings

280/24		-     Co-option of Councillors
· Merger of East Lavington and Graffham Parish Councils
· Governance Documents
· Closed Churchyard
· Schedule of Meetings

Date of Next Meeting

281/24		It was noted the next Full Parish Council Meeting was scheduled to be held on 5 March 2025 and starting at the earlier time of 6.30pm. 		

Exclusion of Press and Public

282/24		Resolved that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and representatives f the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

Closed Churchyard

283/24		The Parish Council agreed to further research to establish the legal position regarding the churchyard.  Actions including:
· Speak with CDC legal team
· Collate all available documentation
· Look at archives
· Determine extent of maintenance responsibilities 
· Work with Church to evaluate scope of essential and desirable repairs to the churchyard wall
· Get independent quotations for essential repairs.


Meeting ended 9.05pm

Signed …………………………………………  Chair 
Dated ………………………………………….
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