


GRAFFHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council Planning Meeting 
 held on 11 September 2024 at The Pavilion, Graffham

Present:
Councillors Fiona Jacob, Rachel Gerrett, Colin Barker and Gillian Charlesworth

In attendance: 
Caroline Davison – Parish Clerk and RFO
Councillor John Cross – Chichester District Council
Eight Members of the Public

Welcome

219/24	All were welcomed to the Meeting.  

Apologies for Absence

220/24	Apologies had been received from Councillors Roger Coakes and John Bracey 

Declarations of Interest

221/24	None were declared.	

Minutes

222/24	The Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting dated 4 September were noted. For approval at Full Parish Council Meeting on 6 November 2024.
. 
Public Participation

223/24

Planning Applications

224/24	The following observations and comments were made on the SDNP Planning Applications made since last meeting:

i) SDNP/24/00138/LDE Tangletrees, The Street, GU28 OQA
Replacement dwelling, ancillary building and associated landscaping including ha-ha and pond.

From discussions held at this meeting the following response to this planning application was determined.  This response was submitted direct to the Planning Officer following the meeting.

		This property lies on the boundary of Graffham and East Lavington Parishes 		adjacent to the Recreation Ground in Graffham.  Therefore, whilst not a 			consultee Graffham Parish Council discussed the amended planning 			application at its meeting on 11 September 2024 as it directly affects 			residents of the Parish due to its location.
		The Parish Council raised concerns that the proposed replacement dwelling 		does not appear to conform to SP30 of the SDNPA Local Plan and represents 		a considerably larger replacement dwelling in percentage terms than is 			permissive under this policy.
		Further concerns were raised about the impact that the proposed dwelling 		and landscaping design of the surrounding garden would have on the 			drainage from the land onto the adjacent area of the Recreation Field which is 		already subject to flooding.  It is understood that it is not permissive under 		planning requlations for new building to exacerbate the potential risk of 			flooding for neighbouring properties.
		The concept of a potential ‘Land Swap’ raises serious alarm bells with the 		Parish Council who greatly fear that this could set an unwanted precedent in 		a rural area within the SDNP where farming and land-based industries still 		prevail.
		It was observed that the boundary lines for the property shown on the plans 		appear to misalign with the actual stated boundaries raising concerns from 		the Parish Council as well as adjacent property owners.
		The flat roof of the building connecting the two wings of the proposed new 		house raised some comments on the proposed design with the Parish 			Council who noted that the designs of example ‘barn’ type buildings submitted 		by the applicant would be more sympathetic with their surroundings, and that 		the design of this property would be more in keeping with the area if it had a 		hipped rather than the proposed flat roof to this connecting structure.
		It was noted that the orientation of the property has been altered from E-W to 		N-S in the plans.  This raises concern that the windows of the new property 		could potentially overlook existing properties.  Whilst the proposed change in 		orientation lessens the visual impact of the new dwelling from the Recreation 		Ground it would appear to impact and intrude more on the vista from existing 		houses.
		Should development on this site be permitted, serious concerns exist about 		the management of the access to the site by traffic along a narrow lane not 		suited for use by heavy lorries or the volume of traffic which might be 			generated.  Access is also through a car park which raise safety 				concerns.  The Parish Council would like to see conditions within the planning 		that reflect the challenges presented by the location and offer solutions to the 		highlighted issues.  This might also include the requirement to make good any 		damage to the integrity of the access road,
		Finally, the Parish Council would seek reassurance that potential light 			emissions from the site had been mitigated by the use of appropriate 			materials stipulated in the conditions.  Also. that any mitigations were in place 		for any wildlife found on site such as bats.

ii) SDNP/24/03520/HOUS Bishops Hill, The Street, Graffham GU28 OGA
Alterations and additions to existing house, inclusion of new swimming pool, car port, solar panels and air source heat pump.

It was agreed that a site visit would be undertaken on 18 October but subject to confirmation regarding the location of the Air Source Heat Pump the Parish Council raised NO OBJECTION to this planning application.

iii) SDNP/24/03503/CND Down House, The Street, Graffham GU28 0QA
Single Storey side and rear extension, replacement porch.  Removal of bay window to be replaced with sash.  Demolition of existing garage (flint wall retained) and erection of a replacement garage.  Annex conversion. (Variation of condition 2 of permission SDNP/23/03780/HOUS – extends the approved extension out over the existing well and changing the design of roof over the extension).

The Parish Council raised NO OBJECTION to this planning application.

White Lines

225/24		The Parish Council had been approached by Councillor Tom Richardson the 		West Sussex County Councillor to comment on the proposal to add central 		white lines along Graffham Road (from Cathanger crossroads to Poppie Hill).
		It was the Parish Council’s view that central white lines should not be added in 		this location.

226/24		It was noted that painting the edge of the carriageway markings the Contractor 		was supposed to have stopped at the bottom of Poppie Hill but instead carried 		on for approximately 350m further.  It was advised that it was possible for 			Highways to arrange for the additional length to be burnt off and re-do the 		surface dressing over the top.
		The Parish Council were split in their decision as to whether they considered 		that the white lines should remain or be burnt off.  There were concerns raised 		about the cost and disruption involved in burning off the white lines.  It was 		considered that unless the affected residents wished the lines to be removed 		then they should remain. 

New Chief Executive of South Downs National Park Authority

227/24		It was noted that Sion McGreever is to become the new Chief Executive at the 		South Downs National Park Authority from the end of November.

		Sion brings to the role 25 years of experience of working in environmental 		policy, international development and business.  He has most recently been 		Deputy Director of Access, Landscapes, Peatlands and Soil at Defra, leading 		the team responsible for policy and funding for all of England’s protected 			landscapes.

Date of Next Meeting

228/24		It was noted the next Full Parish Council Meeting was scheduled to be held on 		6 November 2024.

		


Meeting ended 8.00pm

Signed …………………………………………  Chair 
Dated ………………………………………….
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